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SINDH

The position of Congressmen in Sindh is by no means
enviable. They have a most difficult time before them. Their
non-violence, if they have it in them, has not benefited
those who live in fear of their lives. It is true that no one else
has helped them. I warned them at the very outset that
they must learn the art of helping themselves as others do,
or by non-violence as Congressmen are supposed or expec-
ted to do. In some places they are organizing national
guards. Those who do, look up to Congressmen for help
and guidance. For the latter have been their helpers and
guides hitherto. Some Congressmen feel that without any
intenti6n themselves of taking up arms they can put courage
into the people, if they train them in the art of self-defence
whether with or without arms. The question has attained
importance and demands immediate answer in view of the
unequivocal resolution of the A.I.C.C. recently held at
Poona. I am quite clear that no Congressman, so long as he
is even a four anna member of the Congress, can take part in
organizing or aiding self-defence groups without committing
a breach of the Poona resolution. But I am equally clear that
it is the duty of those Congressmen who feel the need for
helping self-defence groups and have the capacity for doing
so, to go to the rescue of the terror-stricken men. This they
can do by resigning their membership of the Congress, By
doing so they will enhance the prestige of the Congress and
their own usefulness. The fact that they feel the call to help
is the decisive factor in determining their course of action.

Sevagram, 28-8-'4O

Harijan, 1-9-1940
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